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Gator Detachment of the Marine Corps League, Inc.
7257 NW 4 Blvd, PMB #166, Gainesville FL 32607
Editor:  Scott DuPree 352.336.5822  ssgtd@cox.net 

Apr 2010

 2010-2011 GatorDet Staff

 Commandant Scott DuPree   352-336-5822  ssgtd@cox.net 
 SrViceCmdt Greg Williams    352-215-3237  gutvols@gmail.com  
 JrViceCmdt Jim Yakubsin    352-222-8837 yakmarine@aol.com 
 Judge Advocate John Murdoch   352-372-4599  jmurdoch@bellsouth.net 
 JrPastCmdt Cary Hill  352-495-2710 usa056@aol.com
 Adjutant/Paymaster Bob Barnas  352-538-7355 bobbarnas@bosshardtrealty.com 
 Chaplain Mary Hildebrand  352-338-1538  
 Public Affairs Norm Froscher   352-378-4975  normfro@aol.com 
 Sergeant at Arms TBA  
 Social Director Kay Quinn 352-332-9219  kquinnfl@bellsouth.net 
 Quartermaster Tom Sklens    352-384-1807  tom.sklens@gmail.com
 Americanism and Education Phil Newman  352-372-8217  philnewwwii@webtv.net 
 Historian Steve Homewood   352-338-1632  lhomewood@cox.net 
 Librarian Anne Zecca 352-335-0381  anne_sb04@yahoo.com 
 Toys For Tots Eric Kidwell    352-262-7717  kidwellusmc@yahoo.com 
 Master Chef Michael O'Brien    352-481-6031  ejrlo@aol.com 

NEXT MEETING IS ON THURSDAY, 25 March 2010. Coming Up:
Thursday March 25th 
GENERAL MEETING
6:00 pm - Social hour/dinner
7:00 pm - Business meeting
              * Installation of Officers

Friday April 2nd  6:00pm
Night Out: Sunshine Eagles Club
Smoke free, dinner, dancing, 
(More info see page *)

Thursday April 15th  6:30pm
Military Support Group  meets
First United Methodist, Alachua
Come pack boxes for Marines.

Saturday, April 17, 1:00-3:00
At Books-A-Million on 13th St. 
Patriotic & Historic Alliance of North 
Central Florida   

PARADE OF HOMES (fundraiser)
April 17 - 25   Help Needed
Contact the Commandant for info

Saturday April 24th 10:30
GatorDet Staff Meeting
Turkey Creek office

Thursday April 29th 
GENERAL MEETING
6:00 pm - Social hour/dinner
7:00 pm - Business Meeting

Saturday May 1st  6:00am
Military Support Group
GARAGE SALE
Hitchcock’s in Alachua

Saturday May 1st  (midday)
GatorDet Picnic/Outing
Just for the fun of it
Location will be announced
Keep this date open on your 
calendars

Gatordet.com

 Semper Fidelis Espirit de Corps

Devil Dogs Leathernecks

REMINDER - WE ARRIVE AT 6PM AT GENERAL MEETINGS 
FOR SOCIAL HOUR AND DINNER.  HELP YOUR FRIENDS 
REMEMBER.  BUSINESS MEETING WILL STILL START AT 7PM . 
SEE YOU THERE!

Commandant’s Message by Scott DuPree

Many thanks to those who are supporting this staff for another year of MCL 
business.  My friend Bob Gasche has been very inspiring to me through the 
years and he will continue to be, even as he yields the Senior Vice 
Commandant position to Greg Williams.  I look forward to working closely 
with Marine Williams and the rest of the staff as we continue to find ways 
to make this organization more fun and more meaningful.  If you have 
ideas, share them with me and the Board of Trustees.

Thanks to those who worked the Gatornationals for us.  We have the Parade 
of Homes coming up.  That is a great fundraiser for us so please check your 
schedule and see if you can help us.  See the article on page 3 for more.
 
Our brick program is going well.  There’s an order form on page 7.  Help 
our building fund and make your mark on history.  Semper Fi.  - Scott
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Honor a Loved One - Special Engraved Bricks For A M emorial
This program headed up by Jr Vice Commandant Jim Yakbusin is now in full swing.  Sale of the Brick Pavers 
continues to grow as the word gets out.  This program will be a major fundraiser for our detachment.  The 
purchase of these bricks is tax-deductible.  

NOW is a good time to place an order for your first brick.  We almost have enough for the first order.

Each 4”x8” brick can be engraved with your message and includes a miniature replica of your brick.  Brick is 
$110, includes a keepsake minibrick with same engraving, and will be installed in the veteran memorial at the 
City Hall in Alachua, where it should reside for many decades to come.  Since there are so many orders 
continuing to come in, the first order is still being built.  Those bricks purchased in the first order will be part of 
an initial ceremony at the memorial when they arrive.  Be a part of that historic celebration.  An order form is 
on Page 7 of this newsletter.  For more order forms or more info, contact Jim Yakbusin at 386-462-0493 or by 
email at yakmarine@aol.com.  

*** SEE THE ORDER FORM ON PAGE 7 ***

What is happening at the March meeting?
We start off with an hour of visiting with each other and a spaghetti dinner with cheese bread.  Bring your 
favorite side dish.  In addition to the required meeting items, we will be voting on the Marine of the Year as 
well as the new budget.  After hearing old and new business, we will proceed with the Installation of Officers. 
Past Commandant Bob Gasche will conduct the installation.

Covered Dish would not be complete without the “Bea n Goo”
For those who are regularly at the general meetings, you all know that when Kirby Stewart walks in the door he 
is not empty-handed.  He is carrying the dish we have come to know as the Bean Goo.  This green bean 
casserole has become a standard, provided to us every month by Connie Stewart.  I think we have found the 
side that goes with any entree.  Connie, we appreciate the culinary delight you provide.  Thank you for thinking 
of us and sending us your love each month in the form of a scrumptious dish.

From Social Director, Kay Quinn - Good Times on the  Way!!
We're gearing up for some fun doin's this Spring, so get out your calendar and pencil, to jot a few 
things down...
Firstly, on Friday evening, April 2 or 9, we are headed out 'on the town,' most likely to the Eagles Club, 
to enjoy some social and music/dance time. Exact time/date details are forthcoming at the March 
meeting. This will be a great opportunity to dust off your dancin' shoes and invite along your sweetie 
or a beloved friend for a little 'something different' to do on a Friday evening.
Secondly, as we look ahead, we've selected Saturday, May 1, from 4 to 7:30 p.m. for our Spring 
Family Picnic. Our outdoor location will be likely within a 10 or 15-mile radius of Gainesville and will 
be easy to find. We're still working the details out location-wise, but rest assured we'll be sure to 
provide good shade, handy parking, and good 'facilities.' 
Activities for the day will include a cookout or picnic, horseshoes and/or bacci ball, checkers, and 
hopefully a twilight campfire time, complete with a few songs and s'mores. Gwen, Leigh and Kay will 
be working together to provide a fun agenda for the day. 
So, stay tuned here or via our chapter e-mails, so that we can look forward to welcoming you for 
some very enjoyable Social outings. Of course, we want to be on the lookout to welcome new 
associates and members to our midst, as we continue to share the good word about all the League is 
about.
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Polo Shirts with Detachment Logo available now
Quartermaster Tom Sklens has some polo shirts in stock.  These are black Hanes polo shirts with a 3.5” Gator 
Detachment logo on the left breast.  If we don’t have your size in stock, we can certainly order it.  These shirts 
are only $20.00 each and are made of good material, so they will look good for a long time.

HELP!  We need some culinary help.
Our detachment gathers at 6:00pm, an hour before the start of the business meeting.  This is to have a better 
chance to mingle and enjoy a meal.  We need some help from anyone who is available to get to the meeting hall 
earlier than 6:00pm and help with the preparation of the entree.  If you can help us with this, please contact 
Mike O’Brien 481-6031 or Kay Quinn 332-9219.  You can help our meeting to be a meaningful and well-
attended success!

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE:   Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie 
and fellowship for the purpose of preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together those 
who are now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged from that service that they may effectively 
promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all Marines and former Marines and to their 
widows and orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of historical 
occasions of particular interest to Marines.

Where to get the Marine Corps League uniform items
At meetings we have talked about uniforms and a few more people are showing interest in getting them.  But the 
common question is: where do I go?  If you have access to the internet, check these places out:

At www.mcleague.com: go to ships store, then uniform items.  (2) collar ornaments, cover, MCL patch, ratchet 
belt with buckle (if you choose to wear black slacks vs. dress blue trousers), or web belt with buckle (if you 
choose to order dress blue trousers), ribbons and accessories 
At www.mca-marines.org to order dress blue trousers and corfam shoes; you could probably get them cheaper 
through the PX at Camp LeJeune or Parris Island.
At www.mypilotstore.com to order short and long sleeve aviator shirts. Make sure they have eppelettes and two 
pockets with a flap.

If you don’t have internet access, or you don’t like purchasing through web sites, just call our Quartermaster 
Tom Sklens at 384-1807.

PARADE OF HOMES - IT’S A FUNDRAISER - NEED YOUR HEL P
Our unit has been given the opportunity to provide volunteers to greet people, check their admission tickets, and 
sell admission tickets at the Parade of Home event.  This runs from Saturday April 17th to Sunday April 25th.  
In return, we will receive a donation of $900.00.  On Saturdays and Sundays, you will greet people from 
12:30pm to 6pm.  On the weekdays, you are there from 4:45pm to 7pm.  Each shift is made up of two people, 
so sign up with a friend!  I want the Marine Corps League to fill as many shifts as possible.  I will also be taking 
volunteers from the Military Support Group to help fill out our roster.  We will track their participation and 
make an appropriate donation to that group.

If you want the Marine Corps League to rise up, it needs your arms and legs to do it.  Stand up for what you 
believe in.  Check your calendar then let us know when you can help.

If you want to help, contact Scott DuPree by email ssgtd@cox.net or by phone 352-359-6211.  
WE NEED A COORDINATOR  FOR THIS PROJECT.  STEP UP ... CALL SCOTT TODAY.
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Military Support Group – sending care packages to o ur military
The mission of the Marine Corps League is to help Marines.  The Military Support Group (MSG) is assisting 
more than 100 active duty military, including Marines. We need GatorDet members to go to the MSG meetings 
and help us pack boxes going to the Marines.  It is simple: we show up, we use the existing system.  If we can 
raise more money and donate to the MSG, we can send more boxes to Marines.  See calendar on page 1 for 
dates. For more info, see their website, www.msgfac.com. 

Would you like to translate history?  (a message fr om Ann Smith)

We have had a number of oral histories taken of veterans. The more time-consuming part of the process is to 
listen to the audio file and type it on to a document. Since our funds are limited, we do not have as many 
transcribers as we would like. Students who transcribe for us are required to use the computers in the 
department but if the volunteer prefers, there is the flexibility of using the volunteer's home computer. That is 
how I recommend the Matheson Museum volunteers work. That way, the hassle of parking, travel, and an 
unfamiliar computer is minimized.  If you have other questions, don't hesitate to ask me. I will be willing to 
instruct anyone who is seriously interested.  Thanks so much.  Ann Smith, UF Sam Proctor Oral History Program.
Hear History Come Alive:  http://www.history.ufl.edu/oral/index.html 
Matheson Museum, Inc. http://www.mathesonmuseum.org/

Marine keeps actors true to the Corps at the theate r
The production of DEFIANCE had a successful run at the Hippodrome State Theater from February 26th to 
March 21st.  This production is about Marines at Camp LeJeune in 1971 dealing with issues of race and fidelity.  
The main character is a Battalion Commander.  Up stepped our own Ken Beasock (42 years active duty, 
including being a Commanding Officer in 1971) who watched them in rehearsals, advising them on 
terminology, uniform and demeanor, and then sat through more than 10 performances to give them feedback.  
Where some of their uniform items were lacking, he supplied them, including some of his medals.  He was 
pleased with their respect and responsiveness to his input.  Beasock, who is also the President of the Florida 
Mustang Association (officers who were once enlisted), was true to our mission of upholding the traditions and 
values of the Marine Corps and is a great example of our motto, Always Faithful.  

Marine Corps Scholarship Fund (Department of Florid a)
Our friend Dale Condy in Lake City is the Dept of Florida Scholarship Chairman.  Each year he writes 
scholarship checks to the eligible recipients.  For those who have kids, grandkids or parents in school, you 
know that every little bit helps.  Recipients from this fund are relatives of League members.  You can make a 
donation to the fund.  For each $5 you donate, you will receive three tickets for a drawing to be held in June.  
First prize $250.00, Second prize $100.00, Third prize $50.00.  Donations can be made at our meetings, or 
between meetings by contacting member Kirby Stewart (email kirbyb613@yahoo.com) 

Honor Guard performs at memorial service for Marine
Marines Richard Lester and Cary Hill were on hand Thursday 18 March to render military honors for a 
Hawthorne resident who once served on active duty.  Kenneth O. Hilliard was a Khe Sahn Marine where he 
earned a Bronze Star.  Our Marines were there to present the flag and render the playing of Taps.

Saturday Morning Breakfast 
On the last Saturday of each month, there is a breakfast at the VFW 2811 at 9:00 a.m.  We no longer sponsor 
that breakfast but all proceeds from the breakfast are now paid to the Young Marines.  Come out and help 
support the kids.



Page 5                                                     GATOR ALMAR Apr 2010

By Bob Gasche

(Continued next page)

“W e, the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote general welfare and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the 

United States of America.”

These 50 words of the Preamble are used again and again in speeches to promote patriotic or political fervor.  The 
following paragraph now provides us with a Veterans’ Preamble that establishes our determination to continue to protect, 
defend and promote our country just as we did during our military service.

We, the Veterans of the United States of America, in order to maintain and protect a more secure union, 
ensure justice and domestic tranquility, promote welfare that will assist those in need, stand ready to 
defend America against any who would do us harm.  We support the well being of all loyal citizens and 
the blessings of liberty with our allegiance and honor.  We proclaim these words as our Veterans 
Preamble to the Constitution of the United States of America.

Following the Treaty of Paris (1783) that ended the American Revolution, the early colonists tasted for the first time a 
degree of independence and self-determination that unleashed the spirit that birthed the many freedoms we still enjoy 
today.

America’s potential for greatness lies in the courage and commission of veterans to do whatever is necessary to keep our 
country secure and safe.  They are not encumbered with political correctness nor do they hesitate to make the sacrifices 
necessary when called upon to do so.

The many contributions by America’s veterans to the stability of our nation represent the very heart of America and 
prevent us from plunging into a dangerous mediocrity that could fling open the door to national decadence.

The Greatest Generation provided us with a bountiful prosperity and in the process built an America that was the envy of 
the world.  Now, it is up to us veterans to continue to provide for an America that will hold the respect of other nations 
and maintain a powerful military force ready to answer any challenge to our security no matter where it may be.

Complacency has sown the seeds of defeat throughout history - we cannot afford to embrace this posture as a nation.  
Renewal must occur for us to keep pace with emerging countries or fall into an abyss of submission to others.  We are no 
longer in a position where we can remain static while other nations are changing from an agrarian past to a thriving “green” 
economy that embraces the latest technology available.

A tsunami of concern is sweeping the country and We The Veterans must no longer accept “Washington” incompetence as 
the norm.  Congress should be bombarded with our concerns about their questionable votes and personal behavior.

An overreaching federal bureaucracy has thrown a monkey wrench in our path to recovery.  We do not need this noose 
around our necks as our rights are assured by a written Constitution.  Our future must continue with a groundswell of 
concern that will turn our ship of despair around and put us on a course to recovery.

Our quest for betterment should be birthed in the service of veterans and their desire to build an even stronger America 
that is rooted in the traditions of faith and courage that made us the great nation of the world.  An upward spiral of 
responsibility is necessary for us to return to a position of integrity and stability.  America’s vast potential for greatness is 

We The Veterans
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Honor Guard Commander Bob Curti 
The honor guard meets the first Thursday of every month at 1800 at the VFW.  We have had a few Marines step 
up lately and express their interest to serve us in this way.  The Honor Guard is asked to do color guard details 
for various events in the community as well as funerals.  It is a great way to publicize the Marine Corps League.  
Practice will make that publicity positive, so if you are interested, contact Bob Curti at 352-384-0173.

This Month in Marine Corps History 
3 April 1945: On Okinawa, Marines of the III Amphibious Corps continued to make good progress all along their front, 
clearing Zampa Misaki and seizing the Katchin Peninsula, thus effectively cutting the island in two. By this date (D+2), 
III AC elements had reached objectives thought originally to require 11 days to take. 
5 April 1947: Five Marine guards were killed and eight wounded when attacked by Communist Chinese raiders near 
the Hsin Ho ammunition depot in Northern China. This last major clash between Marines of the 1st Marine Division 
and Communist forces occurred shortly after withdrawal and redeployment plans from China were issued for the 1st 
Division and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing on 1 April. 
10 April 1959: Lieutenant Colonel John H. Glenn, Jr. was named as one of the original seven Project Mercury astro-
nauts selected for space training. The seven astronauts, all volunteers, were selected by NASA from an initial group of 
110 leading military test pilots. Three years later, on 20 February 1962, Col Glenn would become the first American to 
orbit the Earth. 
12-13 April 1918: Marines of the 4th Brigade suffered their first gas attack on the night and early morning hours of 12-
13 April when the Germans bombarded the 74th Company, 6th Marines near Verdun with mustard gas. Nine Marine 
officers and 305 enlisted Marines were gassed and evacuated, and 30 Marines died from the effects of the gas shells 
which hit in the middle of the reserve area cantonments in which they were sleeping. 
18 April 1983: One Marine Security Guard was killed and seven were wounded when a large car bomb exploded just 
outside the U.S. Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon. Lance Corporal Robert McMaugh was standing guard at Post 1, just in-
side the front entrance when the bomb exploded outside the door. The explosion killed 61 people including 17 Ameri-
cans. LCpl McMaugh was buried at Arlington National Cemetery on 26 April. 
21 April 1951: Marine carrier-based airplanes made their first aerial contact with enemy planes over the Korean front 
lines. Captain Philip C. Delong shot down two YAK fighters and 1st Lieutenant Harold D. Daigh destroyed one more 
and damaged another in the heavily defended Pyongyang-Chinnanpo area. Both pilots were with VMF-312 flying from 
the USS Bataan. 
27 April 1805: First Lieutenant Presley N. O'Bannon, who with seven other Marines was part of a force of Greeks and 
Arabs led by American Consul William Eaton, raised the United States flag for the first time over a conquered fortress 
of the Old World at Derne, a stronghold of the Tripolitan pirates. Two Marines were killed and one wounded in the as-
sault on the walled city. 
28 April 1993: The last A-6E Intruder departed from Marine Corps service. Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 332 
transferred the last Marine A-6E to St. Augustine, Florida, and prepared for the squadron's transition to the F/A-18D 
and eventual movement from Cherry Point to Beaufort, South Carolina. 

still available and the challenge for all is to focus our power in the right direction.  It is assuring to know that veterans are 
already doing this; as is We The Veterans that keep Old Glory proudly flying; don’t hesitate to use the word “patriotism” 
or say the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag.

The heritage we leave our youth must embrace these worthy causes and enable them to take their place in a rapidly 
changing world of globalization.  Wherein does the real strength of our Veterans’ Preamble lie?  Possibly it is written in 
the hearts of all the veterans who truly care about our country and are willing to continue to defend what is decent and 
right about America and when necessary defend it with their life just as they did in the past.

There is an inherent desire for orderliness in us all and a willingness to accept a representative form of government that 
constitutes America’s resolve, as most veterans and citizens do want a more perfect union, to establish fairness in justice, 
insure domestic tranquility, promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty. 





                          Gator Detachment 990
                          Marine Corps League
                          7257 NW 4 Blvd, PM #166
                           Gainesville FL 32607

“Once A Marine, Always A Marine”

GATOR DETACHMENT 990, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

 What do we do?

 - Monthly meetings to both talk about League business and to socialize with Marines
 - We are not a drinking club.  No drinking or smoking in our meetings.
 - We initiate and participate in community events to promote patriotism.
 - We run the Toys For Tots campaign for this region, even beyond our county’s borders
 - We help the Military Support Group of Alachua County to serve Marines and others
 - We sponsor the Milton Lewis Young Marines, the Nation’s Top Unit.
 - We collaborate with the County’s Veteran Advisory Board to support veteran activities.
 - We help our community when we see the opportunity.
 - We love the postal service (are you reading this? Join Us!)
 - We are Marines helping Marines.  Semper Fidelis.

  NEXT MEETING is April 29th at 7:00pm, VFW 2811, Waldo Road, Gainesville
  Come early - social hour (includes chow) begins at 6pm.


